“Meet Allan & Maxene Van Handel”

Allan Van Handel, better known throughout Alamance and surrounding regions as “Al of Van’s Advertising Items & Signs”.  He is married to Maxene and between the two of them they are the parents of six children, eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.


Al is originally from Rochelle Park, New Jersey and Maxene is from Lynchburg, Virginia both relocated to Alamance County years ago.  After high school, Al went into the Army, after which he worked as a Parts Department Dealer and Maxene entered into her first marriage after high school and then married Al.  They have been in partnership with Van’s Advertising for over 30 years.


Al started Van’s Advertising because of friends he had in local political parties needing campaign material printed.  Some of his top clients he has worked with are President Barack Obama, Governor Bev Perdue, Rep. Howard Coble, Senator Kay Hagan and Laura Wiley.


Two of his biggest life challenges have been starting his advertising business form scratch 30 years ago and facing the hose of a child.


His biggest rewards have been raising six children with his wife, Maxene and becoming one of the nation’s largest political suppliers of advertising items.

Al feels that giving personal service and having 30 years experience makes his business different than the rest.  Integrity and knowledge of his products are two additional things that assist his business to make a huge impact in Alamance County and surrounding counties.  He is a member and volunteer for the Chamber of Commerce.


Due to his presence in various networking groups around the area, Al has not seen a great deal of decline in his business because of the difficult economic situation the nation is experiencing.


Maxene not only works with Al in the advertising business but she runs another division of Van’s Advertising, Estates To You and New.  They do shows on which they talk on estate jewelry and how to care for different pieces.  They give an update on which pieces that will show drastic increases in value in the near future, but all the pieces do increase in value anyway.  All of our vintage pieces are hand made-some designer, accessories, vintage American Indian and natural gemstones and pearls, except for some of the vintage costume jewelry, which is marked.  They are also a sales outlet for Black Hills Gold and Silver Jewelry.  They have children’s, men’s and women’s jewelry.  They also fill requests for special pieces that a person may want in their price range.  Prices range from $5 to $1800 so there is something for everyone.  They offer 10% back to the sponsor of the shows.  After the show, they will honor the sourse of the Customers for a period of one year and continue to pay the percentage on any future orders.  They would love to put a show on for anyone but they prefer evenings or weekends as they work full time.  

Al and Maxene love to vacation and two of their favorite locations are Mexico (Cancun Cabos, an all-inclusive hotel) and the Dominican Republic.  Both spots have great weather, service and food.


The one thing Al would like people to remember and know about him is he is a caring and trustworthy person.


If you need any advertising materials, such as pens, pads, water, t-shirts, hats, bags, signs, etc., contact Al Van or Maxene with Van’s Advertising Items & Signs:  phone (336) 226-7400, cell (336) 263-8500, fax (336) 229-4706, email (vansadv@bellsouth.net) or visit their website www.vansadv.com.      

